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INTENDED AUDIENCE : Linguists, Indologists, Philosophers, Psychologists

COURSE OUTLINE :

This course introduces a reader of basics of Compounds and their treatment in the Pāṇinian grammar. It provides information related to 
the theorization, generation, identification and explanation of various types of Compounds and their numerous features in Sanskrit. The 
course focuses on one important type: तपुष Tatpuruṣa Compound. It will thus introduce more aspects of the grammar of Pāṇini to 
linguists, Indologists as well as to the Computer Scientists in particular who are interested in the process of Compounding as well as 
Multi-Word Expressions.

ABOUT INSTRUCTOR :

Prof. Malhar Kulkarni is a student of Panini’s grammar and teaches it at IIT Bombay. Malhar Kulkarni studies Panini’s grammar in the 
traditional way as well as historical, university way and has been teaching it in both ways for more than 20 years now. He continues to 
contribute to this tradition by writing in English as well as in Sanskrit. Notable amongst his Sanskrit contribution is Śabdasūtra, an 
unpublished original sūtra text on Grammar and Language.

COURSE PLAN :
Week 1: What is a Compound (समास samāsa)? The concept of सामय sāmarthya: यपेा vyapekṣā and एकाथी भाव ekārthībhāva, the 
concept of वृि vṛtti, the concept of पवूपद pūrvapada and उरपद uttarapada
Week 2: Types of Compounds (समास samāsa). The concept of िवग ह vigraha and िनयसमास nityasamāsa, समास samāsa as a ाितपिदक
prātipadika, लुक् luk, meaning of a समास samāsa, ऐकाय aikārthya, ऐकप aikapadya and ऐकवय aikasvarya
Week 3: What is a तपुष Tatpuruṣa समास samāsa? Features of तपुष Tatpuruṣa समास samāsa, types of तपुष Tatpuruṣa समास
samāsa, derivation of तपुष Tatpuruṣa समास samāsa
Week 4: Treatment of िवभित vibhakti तपुष Tatpuruṣa समास samāsa- दि्वतीया dvitīyā, तृतीया tṛtīyā, चतुथी  caturthī, पचमी pañcamī, 
सतमी saptamī
Week 5: Treatment of सतमी saptamī, षठी ṣaṣṭhī, एकदेश ekadeśa-Tatpuruṣa समास samāsa
Week 6: Treatment of कमधारय karmadhāraya and दि्वगु dvigu, the concept of पंुवदभ्ाव puṁvadbhāva
Week 7: Treatment of उपपद upapada तपुष Tatpuruṣa
Week 8: Treatment of गित gati तपुष Tatpuruṣa, नञ् nañ तपुष Tatpuruṣa, ािद prādi तपुष Tatpuruṣa
Week 9: Suffixes added at the end of a तपुष Tatpuruṣa compound (समासात samāsānta यय pratyaya)
Week 10: Non-deletion of cases (अलुक् aluk), Operations based on the compound (समासाय-िविध samāsāśraya-vidhi)
Week 11: वर svara- accent on तपुष Tatpuruṣa Compounds
Week 12: Other operations like retroflex substitutions- षव ṣatva and णव ṇatva, Constituency structures of compounds, dependency 
relations within a Compound, Gender and number of the तपुष Tatpuruṣa compound, Ordering of words in the तपुष Tatpuruṣa 
Compound




